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THE BLUES DEAD ZONE IS
COMING TO LIFE

iy Jofm Millner

Faithlul readers of *The Bluesletter™ mdght recall that. is the past, [
have referred 1o the Wenatchee aren as “The Blues Dead Zone™ of Wash-
ington state. Well, I'm pleased io repoet sl thanks w Bobert Sandige of
R.L.5. Entertainment and Dave Kiefer from KZPH 106.7 FM, the Dead
Zome is showing signs of Life.

Rshert has bezpian o book some cutstanding Northwest Blues acis
into The Wengiches Convention Center. The first show, in lsie Movem-
ber wias a huge success. The recemtly rejuvenased King Biscuit provided
an exoellent opening set and after a shon break, the evening's headliner,
Swamp Mama Johnson, 100k the stage and proceeded to humn the place
down!

Robert's next show promises 1o be an exciting might of Bloes, Ap-
peearing & the convention center on Saturday, Peh, Tih will be thres-time
“Empire Award™ winners for Best Bloes Bamd, Too Slim and the
Thildraggers. This would be & greal oppartunity b pick up a copy of
their impressive new CD), “Blues For Eb™. This band also won o "BR
Ameard™ in the: same cutegory a couple of years agn. Opening the show
will be one of my favorite bands, Espaffee, playing their uniqos swamp
rock arvle of blses.

Thess shows are beld in the lower level of the Weaatches Conven-
tinn Center and feature a good slzed dasce Noar, full service bars and
munchies, Robert is busy putting topether a package that includes Gekets
1o the show and & room a1 the Wesicoast Wenatches: Censer Hoael. Pre-
limiimary plafs ane lor shows every six weeks or so and o evenially
feature some dynamice national blues talent. For addiienal infarmation.,
call B.L.S. Entertainmendt at {SK-662-6872) Ad on page 10,

The Blues are alive in Wenatchee!!!

E_L % Entertainment Enterprises is cusrently planning to have be.
teeen 3 10 5 conotriafdances every B to 10 weeks in Wenatches during
1998, They are also entertaining the idea of Wenatchee's own Blues
Festival, The first on Movember 21, 1997 with Swamp Mama Johnson
amd the King Biscuil Bloes Band was o sell our with the fins] count
ranging around 650 e 700 people. Knowing from our pest experiences
helping with the Don Lanphers Jaez Pestivals and variows other func-
tions, the Greater Wenaichee Valley and Morih Central Washingion as a
whole has a reputation for being a hand sell. With this in mind, R.L.5,
slamed sdvertising this frst show 8§ weeks ot with the belp of radios
fimest program director, Dave Keefer of BEock 106,7 and Eiller Kolar - Big
Prints for the banners and paper ads we were able to sirike one for the
Bloes with & suceessfial first show. Our goal was simiple; let Mot Central
Wash, and Wensiches Valley know that the Bloes is Back. . Wi felt thas it
was necessary to also establish o those that attended that all these up
and coming shows will have quality performers, more than adeguate
lighting and PA. production and enoagh staff 1o insure a good tme 1o be
had by all.

The next ahow is schedubed far Febmuary Teh of 1998 ar the ‘Wenalches
Convention Censer Grand Ball Room. The Esmaffees Band will open the
show with Too Slim And the Tadldragpers wrapping it up. Tickeis are £12
in advance, 515 o the day of the show, Doors will open st Tpe with the
WS SLartng al Spm. You must be 21 to attend, The Wensichs: Conven
tiom Ceniter 18 coanected by the WestCoast Wenntchee Hotel and for those
who may be raveling we have arranged for & free shutile o pick you up
at the troin or girport. Call us at (509 662-MUSC (6872 for more
intormation. Check out the ad on page 10 fior room and teket combinaton

special.




