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Ellen Whyte alnng_ with Charlie Butts
"What a Beautiful Night"

By Jokn "Hear” Milner

W pre well ingo the third sea
son of B L. 5. Entertainment’s 13540
- 2000 Blues Series af the Wenatches
Conventson Center and sunprisingly,
they keep geting better. 1 say “sur-
prisingly” only because the enter-
taimment and production were excel- §
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from the very beginning! The De-
cember 11th show, feataring Ellen
Whyte and Reflex Blug along with
Charlie Butts & Filtertips was the latest chapéer in this success story

Charlie Butts & The Filtertips apened the night with an energy packed sst that
featured a wide variety of Blues; covers, anjginals, funes from both their CTVs, "Fire
in the Hole" and their most recent release "Told You Onee” along with some mew
materizl. Some of the high poimts for me during this ssf were "Walkin® the Dog®
with Juel Rowden playin' that rock solid bass and doin' them "growly” vocals. 1
developed o severe case of gooss bamps from Charlie’s harp work on "Tve Been
Watchin® You." Loak for a new CI from these goys sometime later this year,

Following n short break, Ellen Whyte's band, Reflex Blue took the stages. |
really enjoy the way she starts ber shows by letting the band shine on their own for
a song of two. I've been to many Ellen Whyte's shows and they also surprise me by
continually improving, polishing and diversifying their already shnning perfor-
mances, Ellen did many of my favonies including " 1-800-BLUES-4-U" from the
band's first O3, "Dhfferent Paint of Blue® and *Teo to Tangs® which will appear on
their up and coming releass due out in Movember,

As always, K. L. 5. would like o give a big thank vou to their gponsars; Ben
Wolk of Killer Kolor Big Prints for our graphics and posters wark, Dave Keefer at
The Rock 106.7, Java Mama & TV Fred at KXA and Uncle Dave and Erin at KW3
fior adio support in Central Washington as well as Steve Gear for offening special
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Blues Hotel Rates” for oul of town ravelers
during the entme concert seres at the Beatifial
thres star full service WestCoast Wenalches
Center Hodel which is nftached to the concert
hall via a sky bridge. In addition, not only did
this show berefitus Blues Lovers but it was also
a henefit for Generations and Fannerships, a
local nemprofit, V0% voluntesr organization
thai '|1:-'|p5 semior citizens and disabled adilis
mainiain their independence within the commu-
by

One impontant final note before 1 sign off
here. For all of you Club owners, event plan-
pers and festival directors oat thers; If you find
vourself in peed of top guality enfertainer, pro
femgional sound & lighting of asaistance in plan-
ning of producing your event, you can do your-
self a favar by contacting R. L. 5. al (309) 662-
MUSC (6B72). Robert has an impresiive fogbes
of talent and production available that =not only
limited to only Blues acts. B L. 5, has pccess 1o
top drawer acts covermg a broad spectrum of
musical infloences. I you haves't seen one of
these concerls come out 1o the next show with
Swamp Mama Johnson along with JunkYard
Jamez om January 29th of 2000 and se= B. L. 5.3
work




